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without the rule suspension. N ow, t he r e ma y b e t h ose w h o
say, we l l , wh y , Sen a t o r J o h n s on , didn't you just wait f o r
t he or d i n a r y co u r s e of events when this r esolu t i o n . . . a n d
mind you retrocession i s i n r eso l u t i on f o r m, Senator
Haberman, not in bill form, it is always in resolution form,
why no t si m p l y p er m i t t h i s resolution to go through the
ordinary course? Well, sometimes things get bottled up.
They get bottled up and we can't debate them. A nd I a m j u s t
saying, let's "unstopper" the bottle this afternoon and have
a debate as to whether or not the Winnebago T ribe shou l d
have retrocession in criminal areas. Now I want to deal
with j u st ~ coup l e o f i t ems t hat wer e b r o u gh t u p t hat a r e
substantive in nature. Senator Goll made an i m p ass i oned
plea to go slow. Senator Goll said, the Omaha Indians in
Macy, Nebraska, have had full court retrocession for 13.. .or
for 10 years. S enator Goll said, and there are problems
with it and because there are problems with it, Senator Goll
said, w e ne e d t o go sl ow i n Winnebago . I p i cked u p th e
evening L i n co l n Jou r n a l and the headline is, "Commission
Told Judge Se x u a l l y Har a s s e d Female Employees". I t s a y s :
"There i s ' c l ea r and c o n v i n c i n g p ro o f ' t hat Count y Jud g e
Charle s F . Fi sh er of Chadron engaged i n a p at t e r n of
sexually oriented harassment of the female court e m p l o y e e s
i n A l l i an c e and R u s h v il l e between 198 1 and l ast summer."
That is the fending of a commission. Okay. Now you know
every court system that we have be ca u s e i t i s human i n
nature has infirmities, has f.=ailties, has weaknesses a nd i t
has them because it is human in nature a nd a n I nd i a n c o u r t
system wi ' I s i mi l a r l y have frailties and weaknesses and
f au l t s a n d f c i b l es and so on . Bu t wh at we a s h u mans aspi r e
to do is we aspire to r educe t h o s e k i nd s of frailties. We
aspir e t o do t h e right th. ng. We work for pri ncipled
behavior. We a ttempt to fol' ow codes of ethics. We fall
short of the mark. But t h e Wi n n e b ago I n d i a n s w i l l n ot ev en
h ave t h e ab i l i t y t o f a i l , to not to grow, not to succeed,
unless we at least accord them the freedom the r et r o c e s s i o n
provides and that is an important i ssue . Bu t we won ' t h ave
the ability to even discuss the issue without the suspension
motion. So I ask you, I do n ' t care on ce a g a in h o w y o u v o t e
on the u l t i m a t e r e so l u t i on , at least give us an opportunity
to discuss it this session and to then vote on it. That is
what we are here for, debate, discussion, c onversa t i o n a n d
then voting. So I would as k you t o v ote t o su sp e n d t he

PRESIDENT: The motion is to suspend t h e r u l e s t o al lo w t h e

r ules .
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